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Effects of the 
Europeans and 

americans on the 
native americans 

1. ) Greed for Gold 

§ The Europeans killed the 
Native Americans to get their 
gold.  The Spanish 
conquered the Aztec and 
Incan empires and gained 
control of those regions."

2. ) Disease 

§ Europeans brought diseases 
unknown to the Native Americans.  
They had no natural immunity to 
diseases such as smallpox, 
measles and flu.  Entire villages 
were wiped out.  Traditional Native 
American medicine had no effect."

3. ) Food Supply 
§  Europeans cut down the forests to make 

room for villages and crops. The animals 
(Native Americans’ food) left when their 
homes were destroyed.  Some Europeans 
and Americans also hunted for sport and 
for furs.  They often over hunted.  This 
caused the extermination of the bison.  
The Native Americans only hunted and 
killed what they needed to survive.  "

4. ) Alcohol 
§ Native Americans were 

introduced to alcohol or “fire 
water” and were cheated out of 
their land.  Guns made hunting 
easier but sometimes were 
used against the Europeans and 
Americans, resulting in massacres 
when the army came.  "

5. ) Land Ownership 
§  Native Americans believed that the land 

was shared by all creatures and could 
not be sold or given away.  When tribes 
made treaties with the Europeans and 
Americans, they thought they were only 
giving permission to use the land.  The 
Europeans and Americans thought that 
they had been given the land forever.  
This misunderstanding led to conflict and 
death."
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6. ) The Frontier 
§ As the Europeans and Americans 

pushed farther and farther west into 
the frontier, the Native Americans 
were forced off their land.  This 
“Indian Removal” caused death 
among some tribes.  Some were put 
on reservations. When railroads 
were built, the government also took 
the lands of Native Americans."

7. ) War 

§  Native Americans traded furs for beads, jewelry, 
and other items the white man offered.  They soon 
became dependent on these items.  When war 
broke out between the French and the English, the 
Native Americans were forced to help their trading 
partners or allies. The Algonquins traded with the 
French.  The Iroquois sided with the English.  
Therefore war between the French and English led 
to war between the Algonquins "and the Iroquois.  
Many were killed or lost their land when the war 
ended.  The French and Indian War and the 
American Revolution were two wars where the 
Native Americans were forced to participate."

§  " “Why will you take by force what you may 
have quietly?  Why will you destroy us who 
supply you with food?  What can you get by 
war?  We can hide our provisions and run into 
the woods.  Then you starve for wronging your 
friends.  Why are you jealous of us?  We are 
unarmed and willing to give you what you ask, 
if you come in a friendly manner.”"

§  " -Chief Powhatan, 1607, Colony of Virginia"


